Extrathoracic cannulation for urgent cardiopulmonary bypass in cardiac tamponade. Use of the internal jugular vein.
Two patients with intra-thoracic cardiovascular catastrophies and cardiac tamponade precluding safe thoracotomy were approached using cannulation of the left internal jugular and femoral veins. Cardiopulmonary bypass could then be established with effective venous drainage before direct approach to the heart and great vessels was attempted. This method produced a satisfactory outcome in both patients.